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Stabilisation: Professional 
Development Programme
Helping all stakeholders, interveners and recipients 
understand and implement effective Stabilisation 



There is a state of emergency in Golo Province. Political 
uncertainty, economic crime and nepotism are increasing, 
leading to repression and assassination in an already deeply 
divided society. Security in Hamani and neighbouring countries 
is deteriorating rapidly. Increasing incidents of armed conflict 
inflame ethnic tensions and troops mass on borders. People are 
displaced but humanitarian needs are not met, exacerbating 
endemic poverty and infectious disease.

The International Community mandates a Stabilisation Mission.
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About this course
This type of scenario is all too common, 
with variants across different continents. 
Violent conflict in the 21st Century is 
complex and multi-dimensional, with an 
interlocking set of drivers. With complexity 
comes the need for influence rather than 
definitive resolution: management of 
conflict rather than decisive victory and 
defeat. Stabilisation is key.

Stabilisation is a developing response to the 
changing nature of conflict. It touches upon 
every aspect of international intervention in 
armed conflict situations, particularly at the 
sub-national level. All stakeholders and 
actors in an intervention impact on the 
stabilisation process.

This course addresses the key training 
needs for effective Stabilisation. Designed 
and delivered by leading subject matter 
experts, attending this course will help all 
intervention actors, foreign and domestic, 
understand the importance of stabilisation 
and how it plays a key role in ensuring 
intervention success. Integrating the most 
recent thinking on policy, operational 
and academic perspectives, it enhances 
understanding of complex armed conflict 
and post-conflict situations and provides 
the tools to plan and implement strategies 
for stabilisation.

We have designed the course to fit 
around busy lives and it is therefore very 
flexible. It is linked to the University of 
Leicester’s MSc in Security, Conflict and 
International Development and uses its 
renowned distance learning methodology, 
combined with an intensive one-week 
residential course.

The course is interactive and participatory; 
integrating guided self-study, lectures, 
seminars and a two-day scenario. 

Who is it for?
• Those working in or on armed conflict / 

post-armed conflict intervention

• Military personnel who plan for or 
engage in stabilisation operations

• Government officials involved in 
stabilisation planning or operations

• Personnel working for multilateral 
institutions e.g. EU, NATO, OSCE and UN

• Journalists and other media representatives 
involved in conflict reporting

• Donors and implementing agencies 
running capacity building programmes 
in fragile or conflict affected states (own 
staff and programme recipients)

• Governments/organisations in states 
recovering from armed conflict or 
political strife

• Academics/students to enhance their 
knowledge of policy/operational 
stabilisation and international relations

• Policy makers to broaden academic and 
operational stabilisation knowledge 

• NGO, INGO and Humanitarian staff who 
work in post-armed conflict areas

• Students of related disciplines to get 
practical/employment related skills.

• Risk analysis professionals who need to 
understand stabilisation dynamics.

Accreditation
Through optional independent study you 
can obtain credits towards our postgraduate 
Security, Conflict and International 
Development (SCID) programme.

Independent study would take place 
after completing the taught course and 

comprises an online Study Skills Course 
(aimed particularly at improving a student’s 
academic research and writing ability), 
independent research and two written 
assignments (a 3,000 word essay and a 
1,000 word report).

A 3,000 word essay on stabilisation will 
test your ability to critically analyse a 
conflict-affected environment, identify 
the components of and challenges 
associated with stabilisation, and 
demonstrate an awareness of the current 
theoretical and operational debates 
about stabilisation. The report requires 
you to demonstrate an understanding 
of issues associated with conflict and 
conflict intervention, as well as an ability 
to undertake a conflict analysis.

You can gain a total of 20 credits for 
successful completion of independent study, 
which would provide exemption from the 
present Module 2 of the SCID MSc Course.

Entry Requirements:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent 

experience.

• Previous or current experience in the 
field of conflict intervention, stabilisation 
or recovery – or broader field of 
international development.

• Students whose first language is not 
English must be able to demonstrate 
sufficient proficiency in English to 
meet the minimum standards of 
the University of Leicester’s English 
Language Requirements for the 
relevant academic year.

The course is flexibly oriented. We will 
try to accommodate those who need 
stabilisation knowledge but do not match 
these requirements precisely.
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Why Study This Course?
Real life benefits accrue from this programme, 
including:

• For societies: greater traction in building 
durable stabilisation mechanisms in 
societies recovering from armed conflict 
and political strife

• For individuals: more effective 
professionalism enhancing career 
prospects

• For governments and international 
organisations: a better understanding of 
how to achieve stabilisation success and to 
build from it

• For All: Using innovative distance learning 
allows this essential training to be flexed 
around busy life demands: get the 
qualification while continuing to work

• Education and Training: In stabilisation 
theory and practice, with the option of 
using credits toward a Master’s Programme

Credentials
• The course is designed and run by leading 

academics, policy makers and practitioners. 
You will benefit from their expert 
knowledge and experience.

• The University of Leicester has an 
international reputation for research and 
teaching. It is ranked in the top 20 in the 
UK and among the top 1% of universities 
in the world.

• Successful completion gives 20 Credits 
towards the University of Leicester’s 
innovative Distance Learning MSc in 
Security, Conflict and International 
Development

Learning
At the end of the course, you will be able to:

• Demonstrate a good awareness of the 
current theoretical and operational debates 
about stabilisation and apply them critically 
in ways that are appropriate to conflict 
situations.

• Differentiate and analyse the components 
of a stabilisation intervention and 
demonstrate the ability to respond 
effectively to them.

• Identify the drivers for specific types of 
conflict and draw up a strategy to balance 
addressing their symptoms and causes.

• Critically analyse a conflict and post conflict 
situation to identify how a stabilisation 
intervention can gain most traction, 
demonstrating the awareness of short 
term and longer term implications of a 
stabilisation intervention.

• Demonstrate the ability to undertake a 
stabilisation assessment. 

• Demonstrate the ability to balance crucial 
but competing factors in implementing a 
robust stabilisation plan within a broader 
range of conflict intervention mechanisms.

For more information on the MSc in Security, 
Conflict and International Development 
(SCID) see www.le.ac.uk/criminology.

Key Facts
Course duration: 1 week residential for the 
professional development course. For those 
wishing to gain 20 masters level credits, 
additional part-time home-based study of 
approximately three months will be required. 
Start date: 13 September 2015

Teaching Venue: The course will be held 
at the University of Leicester’s world class 
training centre, College Court where you will 
enjoy modern, quiet on-suite bedrooms in a 
purpose-built residential block, located just 
two minutes’ walk across a pleasant square 
from the training centre. Breakfast, lunch and 
dinner will be provided in College Court’s 
modern restaurant and light refreshments 
(tea, coffee, biscuits) will be served 
throughout the duration of the programme. 

For more information on College Court, visit: 
www.collegecourt.co.uk.

Location: Leicester. However the course is 
portable and can be run in other locations, 
with different emphasis if required, to meet 
clients’ needs.

Cost of the Programme
The course costs £2,850 which covers all 
teaching, accommodation and meals. It also 
includes University support and access to the 
University library throughout the registration 
period (maximum of nine months).

For more information visit our booking page: 
educationcpd.net/spdp 


